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THE FARMERS FEATHERED FRIENDS

Teo anyanc doubting the mmense value to Australi of currion-igeding
and inseetivorans birds, or 4o those who never think about the guestion at
all, the South Australian Jowvsal of Agricwltvre for Auvpgust offers s
illumioating acticle by Mr. P. J. Cornow, under the above title. The fact
that many landowners are utlerly oblivious of the jgood services rendered
1hem by mative birds 15 deplored, while 3 eredit balance 1z made out even
{or the much-maligned white cockatoo anid wedpe-taited eagle. Mr. Cur-
uaw's plea for better bird protection must appeal to all nature-lovers. He
says, intdr alia! "The greatest vandal in the world is tha white man. He
comes into & new country clothed with valuable fovests, strange forms of
fuird amd animal life, and often ghorginal life of 2 lower type than his own.
The first thing he thinks of is to kill off any living thing he can vat, or,
thraugts the sale of furs or feathers, he tan turn imo cach. Before seizing
A gin to shoot any Hird that may be strange to you, adempt to find out 3f
it he a useful species before you dake iis life. The greater number of our
birds are vgeful, fram the tiny wrens that eat up aphis on aur roses to the
larger kinds thal help to contral blowfly strike by eating upn fly larvae m
dead carcases ANl have a place in our evonomy and are worthy of
reservation.”

LIEUT.-COLONEL SIR DAVID PRAIN

The Bidletsn of the Tmperial Inshiiete announces the death of this veteran
tatanist on March 10, a1 Dis honpe in Whyteleale, Swurrey, England.  Sir
David Prain, who attained the age of 85, was fotmerly divcctor of the
Batamical Survey of Tmlia. Returning to England, he assumed the director-
ship of the Royal Batamic Gardens, Kew (1805), a post that he held with
conspicuous ability for 17 years. In 1926 he way appainted first chairman
of the Advisory Connci] on Plant and Apimal Products 41 the [mperal
Insvitute. retiring therefrom in 1936 at the age of 79, Sir David presided
over the Botany Scction of the British Association) for the Advangtmant
of Scienpe al Winmipeg (Cugada) m 1909, and visited Australia with
British delegates duving 1914 Conipared with those of s predecessors at
Kew, Sir David's hotznical writipgs are meagre, bt he was 2 world-
renowned’ and excellent administrator-scientist, and one of the most likeahle
mien it has heen my hanour to mect—P- F. Mo s,

EXCURSION T0O BLACK ROCK

A darge vumber attended the oviing on August 19, the locality visaled
being n the vicinity of Balcombe Road, from half to one mile vast of the
iram terminus.  The castern slope of the hill was first tried, but abundant:
wrowth of Coast Tea-tree bushes maic location of other plants difficnlt.
Barnt-over areas an the other side of the road were in various sfages of
recovery awl gave hetter results.  Many small plante were seen Tere, inglurd-
g Uie contmor Crogndy species and Scented Sundew {Howering plentifully
in places) A low prowth of Bunkste was sull flowering, and four species
of Aeacia dlisplayed attractive hlassoms,  One of the abnormial falinge
forms of the Aracie {owgifoiie geoup (3mall phyllodes, and possibly a
hybrid) was noted and it would be uiteresting to test the sced later on,
whete and i€ abtainable. Tew orghids were observed an fower, hot 1the
feathery plumes of Blady Grasss led Lo an examination of se underground
methad of spreading—T. S. Hawr.



